
Our Cluster of Catholic Churches 
Saint Catherine 
3376 Thomas Street 
Ravenna, MI  49451 

Saint Francis Xavier 
2034 Gooding Street. 

Conklin, MI  49403 

Saint Joseph 
18784 8th Avenue 
Conklin, MI  49403 

I am the  
good shepherd, 

I know mine  
and mine  
know me 



 

 

April 25, 2021  ●  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Saturday, April 24 
Acts 9: 31-42/ Ps 116: 12-13. 14-15. 16-17/ Jn 6: 60-69  
 3:00 PM Confessions  .................................................................... SFX 
 4:00 PM Members of Saint Catherine, Saint Joseph 
  And Saint Francis Xavier .................................................. SFX 
 5:30 PM †Floyd Klein by M/M Tom Klein ......................................... SJ 
 

Sunday, April 25 
Acts 4:8-12/ Ps 118:1. 8-9.21-23.26.28.29 (22)/ 1 Jn 3:1-2/ Jn 10:11-18  
 9:00 AM Members of Saint Catherine, Saint Joseph 
  And Saint Francis Xavier .................................................... SC 
 11:00 AM †John Wiggers by Joanne Umlor ........................................ SJ 
 

Monday, April 26 
Acts 11: 1-18/ Ps 42: 2-3; 43: 3-4/ Jn 10: 1-10  
 9:00 AM †Duane Finkler by Lucille Finkler ..................................... SFX 

SFX

Tuesday, April 27 
Acts 11: 19-26/ Ps 87: 1b-3. 4-5. 6-7/ Jn 10: 22-30  
 8:00 AM †Mike Lee by his family ...................................................... SJ 
 8:30 AM Adoration (Until 9:30) ........................................................ SJ 
 

Wednesday, April 28 
Acts 12: 24 -- 13: 5a/ Ps 67: 2-3. 5. 6 and 8/ Jn 12: 44-50  
    No Masses in the Cluster 
 

Thursday, April 29 
Acts 13: 13-25/ Ps 89: 2-3. 21-22. 25 and 27/ Jn 13: 16-20  
 8:30 AM †Bryan Huffman by Jolynn & Julie ..................................... SC 
 

Friday, April 30 
Acts 13: 26-33/ Ps 2: 6-7. 8-9. 10-11ab/ Jn 14: 1-6  
 9:30 AM †Bob Umlor by M/M George May ...................................... SJ 
 

Saturday, May 1 
Acts 13: 44-52/ Ps 98: 1. 2-3ab. 3cd-4/ Jn 14: 7-14.  
 3:00 PM Confessions  .................................................................... SFX 
 4:00 PM †Faye Diendorf by M/M Mike Dierdorf ........................... SFX 
 5:30 PM †James Zimmer by M/M Leonard Armock ......................... SJ 
 

Sunday, May 2 
Acts 9:26-31/ Ps 22:26-27,28,30,31-32 (26a)/ 1 Jn 3:18-24/ Jn 15:1-8  
 9:00 AM Special intentions for Father Andrew by  
  St Catherine Altar Society.................................................. SC 
 11:00 AM †Marvin Alt by Jean Hindenoch ......................................... SJ 

SC  St. Catherine • SJ  St. Joseph •  SFX   St. Francis Xavier 

Canonical Administrator: Fr. Andrew Ayers
 frandrew@ourcluster.org 

Secretary ....................... Julie Diendorf 
 clustersecretary@ourcluster.org 
 Cell phone ............................. (616) 215-9181 
 St Joseph Office .................. (616) 899-2286 
 Hours: Tuesday & Friday ...... 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 St Catherine & 
 St Francis Office .................. (231) 853-6222 
 Hours: Monday & Thursday .. 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
 Fax Number .......................... (616) 899-2212 
 Web page .............................. www.ourcluster.org 

Business Manager ........ Todd Kline 
 tkline@ourcluster.org 
 Phone .................................... (616) 899-2286 

Pastoral Associate ....... Dcn. Ed Harwood 
 clusterpa@ourcluster.org 
 Phone .................................... (616) 890-2703 

DRE ................................ Diane Beckwith 
 dre@ourcluster.org 
 Phone .................................... (231) 853-6222 

Youth Minister ............... Hayden Pomper 
 clusterym@ourcluster.org 
 Phone .................................... (616) 328-5033 

Music Director ............... Eileen Hoogterp 
 musicdir@ourcluster.org 
 Phone .................................... (616) 899-2286 

Prayer Lines 
St. Catherine 
 Mara Kroll .............................. (231) 853-6880 
 Ethel Nutt .............................. (231) 853-6733 

St. Francis Xavier 
 Kate Videtich ......................... (616) 678-5838 
 Lucille Finkle ......................... (616) 678-5838 

St. Joseph 
 Linda Nowatzke ..................... (616) 899-2166 
 Theresa Miller ....................... (616) 899-5561 
 

Divine  
Providence  
Academy 

Principal ........................ Kate Beuschel 
 kbeuschel@wingsdpa.org 
 Phone .................................... (616) 581-4242 

St. Catherine’s Campus  
Secretary ....................... Anne Lewis 
 alewis@wingsdpa.org 
 Phone  ................................... (231) 853-6743 
 Fax ........................................ (231) 853-2664 

St. Joseph’s Campus  
Secretary ....................... Suzanne May 
 smay@wingsdpa.org 
 Phone .................................... (616) 899-5300 
 Fax ........................................ (616) 899-5491 

Liturgical Calendar 
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April 25, 2021  ●  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

From Deacon Ed’s Corner 
    How often are we identified with a number? 
At the bank we have account numbers, PIN 
numbers to access our debit and credit cards. 
The IRS identifies us by our social security 
number. When we enquire about our electric 
or phone bill the first thing we are asked is, 

"What is your customer number?" When you go to the deli 
counter we take a number and will be served when our 
number is called. If you are pulled over by a police officer for 
speeding, their interest is also in numbers – your license 
number, your registration number, and the number on the 
radar gun indicating how fast you were travelling. We could 
go on and on. Being identified by a number is so impersonal, 
isn’t it. It is so much nicer when someone knows our name. 
When we are remembered by our name rather than by a 
customer account number. 
 

In John’s Gospel we hear Jesus speak words that give us 
that kind of warm feeling that we have when someone cares 
for us, is interested in what is happening in our lives, 
empathizes and encourages us. Jesus tells us about the very 
personal and intimate relationship that he has with us. He 
says, "I am the good shepherd. As the Father knows me and 
I know the Father, in the same way I know my sheep and 
they know me". 

 
Jesus uses this portrayal of the relationship between a 

shepherd and his sheep to describe the closeness that he 
and the Father share. This is easier to understand because it 
is something that comes from the everyday life in Jesus’ time 
where everyone knew about the close relationship of the 
shepherds and their sheep. He says, "My sheep know my 
voice, and I know them. They follow me, and I give them 
eternal life, so that they will never be lost. No one can snatch 
them out of my hand.  My Father gave them to me, and he is 
greater than all others. No one can snatch them from his 
hands, and I am one with the Father" 

 
Perhaps this analogy of shepherd and sheep means less 

to us today since we do not live close to the flocks. Our 
thoughts of sheep are only when we're wearing a wool 
sweater or buying lamb chops. But, it comes down to this; 
The sheep depend on the shepherd. They gladly follow him 
as they know he can be trusted because he lives among 
them. He sleeps among them, walks with them, feeds them, 
guides, directs and protects them, and knows each by name. 
All this builds up to an image of someone with an intense 
love for our total well-being at every turn of our life. Jesus 
takes care of his own. We belong to him. Even if like sheep, 
we are often not very bright, not very quick, not very 
perceptive. Jesus as the Good Shepherd will always protect 
us, provide for us and always be present to us even when the 
world wants to do its best to snatch us away from Him. This 
portrait of Jesus tells us how he feels about each one of us. 
Big business thinks of us just as a number. Jesus knows us 
each by name! 
 
I hope that all of you are still basking in Easter Joy.  
Peace and Blessings!  .    

Rosary Intention for April: 

Let us pray for those who risk their lives while fighting 
for fundamental rights of all God’s people under 
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes and even in 
democracies in crisis. We continue to pray for an end to 
the pandemic , for those who are ill, for the dead, their 
families and friends, the nurses and doctors, and all 
those that have put themselves in harms way to 
continue providing us with our essential needs. 

A note from a Parishioner 
I am a 63 year Knights of Columbus member and am 
81 years old.  I had always donated blood for years 
until I was no longer able to due to medication and 
medical changes.   
 

In November of 2019, my doctors told me I needed my 
first blood transfusion while trying to diagnosed my 
condition. In January of 2020 it was discovered I had a 
form of Lukemia, which means my red & white blood 
cells were not producing enough blood on their own.  I 
was put on an injection of 60,000 units of Epogen 
Procrit injections weekly, to help me to produce more 
blood.   
 

I needed a blood transfusion every five weeks when 
this began, today I need one every three weeks. 
 

It takes three people giving blood every 2 months to 
supply enough blood just for myself.   
 

At the Cancer Hematology  where I go they average 
approximately 10 transfusions for people with health 
conditions, similar to mine. 
 

God Bless! 
Ben Looks 
St. Joseph’s parishioner 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Strengthening your faith  

May 2, 2021 

Reading I: Acts 9:26–31 (Saul visits Jerusalem)  
Reading II: 1 John 3:18–24 (the actions of believers) 
Gospel: John 15:1–8 (the vine and the branches) 
Key Passage: [The vine grower] removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. (John 15:2) 

Question of the Week 
Adult: When have you been “pruned” by your 
experiences in a way that led to greater abundance?  
Child: When have you felt stronger or better because 
you did something hard to help another person? 

Thank you to all those who 
contributed or attempted to 
contribute blood this past 
Monday the 19th. Your efforts 
are greatly appreciated by 
those whose lives have been  
saved by your generosity! 

Knights of Columbus 
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April 25, 2021  ● Fourth Sunday of Easter

Our Stewardship
Totals for  April 18, 2021

will be listed in next weeks bulletin
St Catherine
Adults ....................................... $.00
Vigil Candles............................. $.00
Loose........................................ $.00
Helping hands .......................... $.00
Rice Bowl ................................. $.00
Total ...................................... $.00

St. Francis Xavier
Adults ....................................... $.00
Loose........................................ $.00
Flowers..................................... $.00
Rectory Reno ........................... $.00
Total ...................................... $.00

St. Joseph
Adults ....................................... $.00
Helping Hands .......................... $.00
Rice Bowl ................................. $.00
Flowers..................................... $.00
Loose.......................................... .00
Total ...................................... $.00

Saturday, May 1

St. Francis Xavier 4:00 PM
Sacristan .........................Diana Vanoeffelen 
Lector......................................Michelle May
Ushers......................................Don Crowley
Music ................................. Eileen Hoogterp

St. Joseph 5:30 PM
Sacristan .................................. Deb Clelland
Lector.............................. Reggie Poindexter
Ushers................ Joe Klein Jr & Joshua Klein
Servers........................Ashlee & Lexi Kluting
Music ................................. Eileen Hoogterp

Sunday, May 2

St. Catherine 9:00 AM ● First Communion
Sacristan ................................. Helen Helsen
Lector........................................... Liz Grimm
Ushers............... Jeff Mabrito & Andy Emery
Music ................................. Eileen Hoogterp

St. Joseph 11:00 AM
Sacristan ......................................Mike Host
Lector........................................ Lou Armock
Ushers........... Joe Armock & Son & Joe Fritz
Servers...................... Leo & George Armock
Music ................................. Eileen Hoogterp

Sacraments
Sacrament of Confession
At St. Francis Xavier 
Saturday - 3:00 PM.
Monday  5:15-6:15 PM

Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the parish office at 
least six months in advance.

Sacrament of Baptism
Call parish office for an appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick
Contact the parish office.

Giving Back to God
Text and Online Giving 

This is a convenient and safe way to 
make a one-time or recurring donation. 
Getting started is easy. 

Online Giving: 
For Saint Joseph: 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/
Giving/stjosephwright 

For Saint Catherine: 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/
Giving/stcatherineravenna 

Text Giving: 
St Joseph Parish only. Text (616) 377.-
2855 enter the dollar amount in the 
message and then simply follow the 
instructions to set your information and 
you will be ready to text and give! 
Contact the Parish Office if you have 
any questions. (616)215-9181

Bishop Walkowiak asks  
us to pray for our 
seminarians. Heavenly 
Father, We give you 
thanks and praise for 
your son, Jesus Christ. 
Send your Holy Spirit 
to inspire holy, faithful 

men to minister as priests. Lord, we pray 
for our seminarians, especially Zachary.  

If you haven't sent in your pledge, 
please do so. 

Thank you for your generosity!
All pledges that go over our goal are 

returned to the Cluster Parishes.

St Francis Xavier 
Bake Goods Sale

May 8, 2021
After the 4:00 PM Mass

Donations only 
Proceeds will go to the 

Saint Francis rectory renovation

St.  Catherine’s & St. Francis 
Xavier no longer has a PO 
Box. Please use the address 
for St. Catherine’s parish 
office:   3376 Thomas St 
Ravenna, MI 49451 when 
sending in any mail.

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Family Perspective 

by Bud Ozar
April 25, 2021 

Today’s gospel is a job description for 
Christian parents. For most people the 
most influential shepherds in their lives 
are their PARENTS. Every parent is called 
to be a “good shepherd” to “freely lay 
down their life” for their children, to 
“love” and “know” their children and to 
“lead” them so “they know your voice.” 

St. Bartholomew is hosting the Vatican 
International Exhibition of Eucharistic 
Miracles. April 6- May 2, 2021. 599 W. Brooks, 
Newaygo. Viewing during office hours and 
before and after Mass. Office hours and Mass 
times can be found at: stbart-stjoe.org

Good Shepard
Sunday

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Upcoming dates:

4/24 - St Catherine’s cleanup - 9 AM
4/25 - Lifenight - St Francis Xavier - 6:30 PM
5/2   - Lifenight - St Francis Xavier - 6:30 PM

With Fr. Eugene.

SAINT JOSEPH 

60TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL
St. Joseph's 60th Annual Festival will be held on 
Sunday, August 8, 2021.  The planning has begun!  
This year we are in need of a Chairperson for Take 
Out Dinner.  PLEASE consider volunteering for this 
position. Festival basically runs itself once 
everyone is in place.  Chairing the Take Out 
Dinner would involve attending 2 or 3 meetings 
before Festival and a good honest days' work on 
the day of Festival.  Also, if you are currently a 
chairperson or if you have volunteered to help with 
Festival in the past, we thank you!!  If you have not 
been involved and would like to help, we have 
PLENTY of room for you!  To volunteer please 
contact Festival Chairs - Mike Host (616.293.8894) 
or Chris Host (616.293.8893). Thank you!

From the Bishop
The Our Shepherds - Our Future
Capital Campaign will support two initiatives that received solid 
support from laity and clergy from a feasibility study undertaken in 
our diocese: Seminarian Education and Clergy Retirement.

"I am confident that by working together, clergy and laity alike, we 
can lead our diocese into the future by addressing these initiatives 
now. I ask you to join me in prayer and generosity as we embark 
on this historic and transformational journey as one Church." 

Our Cluster of Catholic Churches is part of the third segment of the 
campaign. This start was postponed from last year because of the 
pandemic. Look for further information in the coming weeks. More 
information is available on the Diocesan web page: 
grdiocese.org/diocese/our-shepherds-our-future/.

stannshome.com

616-453-7715

Renovated Assisted
Living Rooms.

Rehabilitation | Assisted Living
Nursing

 

Hospice | Memory Care
Call for a tour.
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Interurban
Depot Café

Located Downtown Marne

(616) 677-1280

Mon.- Fri. 7:00 am - 2:30 pm
Sat. 7am - Noon  Sun. 8am - 1pm

(231) 853-6193

Meals created with pride
P.O. Box 362 Marne, MI 49435

Owners: Jim & Bobbi Poley
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